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- i ve comicau Hif tme oj 

Comeheere today ? 

Sulmo. My Lord, hcere ftayes without 
a meflenger with letters from the Debtor, 
new come from Padua 1 
‘Duke. Bring^&the letters f call the Meflenger i 
Taf Good enme Anthonie > what man, courage yet t 
The lew fhall haue my flefh, blood, bones and all, 
ere thou (halt loofe for me one drop ofblood? 

tsfrtho. /am a tainted weather of the fioc!<e, 
meeteft for death, the weakeft kind offruite 
drops earhefl to the ground, and fo let s»e$ 

Y ou cannot better be impioy d Bajjamo, 
then to iiuc frill and write mine Epitaph ? 

Enter Nerrtjja. 

Duke- Came you from Padua from "Bellario ? 

Ner. From both? my L. Bellario greetes your grace » 
'Baf Why dooll thou whet thy kmfe fo carneftly ? 
levee. To cut the ferfaiturc from that bankrout there? 
Gratia. Not on thy foulc t but on thy foulc harfh lew 
thou makft thy knife keene : but no mettcll can, 
no, not the hangmans axe beare halfc the keenenetTc 
of thy fliarpe cnaie t can no prayers pearce thee ? 
levee. No, none that thou haft wit enough to make. 
Gratia, O be thou damnd, inexecrablc dogge,' 

And for thy life let iuftice be accufd $ 

Thou almoft mak’ft me wauer in my faith, 

to hold opinion with Pythagoras, 

that fouics of Animalls infufe themfelucs 

into the trunks of men t Thy cumflifpirit • 

gouernd a Woolfc, who hangd for humaine flaughter 
cuen from the gailowes did his fell foulc fleets, 
and while!} thou layeft in thy vnhallowed dara$ 
infiifd it felfe in thee s for thy defires 
arc vvoltiifh, bloody, ftaru’d, and rauenous. 

hvee. Till thou canft raile the fealefrom off my bond. 
Thou but offendft thy lungs to fpeake foloud : 

Repairc thy wit good youth, or it will fall 
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To 


the' Merck ant of Venice. 

<o ctireleffc ruine. Iftaodheereforlaw. 

‘Duke. This letter from Bellario doth commend 
a young and learned Do&or to our Court : 

Where is he? 

Ner. He attended: here hard by 
to know your aunfwer whether youle admit him. 

Duke. With all my hart : fome three or fourc of you 
goe giue him curteous conduft to this place, 
nicane time the Court fhall heare Bellario s letter. 

Your Grace fhall vnderfrand , that at the receit of your letter I 
&m very fickc, but in the inftant that your meflenger came, in lo- 
uing vifitation was with roe a young Doff or of Rome, his name is 
Baltha r <eri / acquainted him with the caufe in cotrouerfic between 
the /ew and Anthomo the Merchant , wee tumd ore many bookes 
together, hee is furnifhed with my opinion , which bettered with 
his ownc learning, the greatnes whereof I cannot enough com- 
. " mend, comes with him at my importunitic , to fill vp your graces 
requgft in my ftead. /bcfeech you let his lacke of yeeres be no im- 
pediment to let him lacke a reuerend eftimation, for 1 neuer knew 
lb young a body with fo olde a head 1 1 leaue him to your gracious 
acceptance, whole tryali fhall better publifh his commendation. 

Enter 'Portia for TSahhwr. 

‘'jJiike. You beare the learad 'Bellario what he writes, 
and heerc l take it is the do&or come. 

Giue me your hand, come you from old Bettarh l 
Portia, i did my Lord. 

‘jpftke. You arc welcome, take your place t 
are you acquainted with the difference 
that holds this preferitqusft ion in the Court, 

7’or. 1 am enformed throughly of the caufe, 
which is the Merchant here ? and which the /ew? 

! l)fike» $s4y>thmio and old Shyloch;, both fraud forth. 

Por, Is your name Shy locks * 

Jew. Shyhckeis my name. 

TV. Ofafrrangc nature is the fine you follow, 
yet in fuclt rule, that the Venetian law 
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